Sample Tentative Speech Outline

In your Tentative Outline you must get to the third level at least twice. See below.  In Sub-topic I. Background information, the outline gets to the third level (regular numbers - 1,2,3,4) as well as the fourth level (lower-case letters.  FOLLOW THIS OUTLINE FORMAT.

TOPIC:
American Prisons

THESIS: Today’s prison conditions are far too good and do not need improvement.

(Attention-getter)  no need to write this on your tentative outline


I.  Background info. / Progression of prison conditions



A.  Prison Conditions before 1900



1.  Conditions




a. Worst prisons




b.  Better prisons



2.  Few regulations



3.  Main prisons



4.  Presidents who advocated for changes in prisons


B.  Prison Conditions after 1900 



1.  Change in policies



2.  Key advocates of change

II.  Current Prison Conditions


A.  Current policy


B.  Undeserved luxuries



1.  Privileges




a.  Color TVs




b.  Comfortable cells




c.  Familial visits




d.  Internet access



2.  Unnecessary improvements


C.  Expense 

(Restatement of Thesis)
no need to write this on your tentative outline

III.  Arguments


A.  Strongest Opposing Argument  



1.  Prisoners are still human



2.  Must protect inmates from each other  




a.  Fighting among prisoners




b.  Inmate rape


B.  Three Supporting Points




1.  Yes, prisoners are human, but they must suffer consequences of actions 



2.  Improvements in conditions aren’t needed, but rehabilitation treatment and preventative 


measures must improve



3.  Some inmates live better lifestyles than law-abiding citizens

IV.  Proposed Solution


A.  Improve rehabilitation & crime prevention programs, not prison conditions



1.  Pass legislature mandating an evaluation of all prison rehabilitation programs



2.  The Government could send teams to visit successful prisons and learn from them



3.  Upgrade crime prevention programs in the school system


B.  Provide individual counseling for inmates

(Clincher) You don’t need to write this on your tentative outline, but it wouldn’t hurt to know it already.  Work on it.
