Portfolio Piece: One Act Play, Play Excerpt or Scene from a Screenplay 

Play Outline (5 points) 

Rough Draft (10 points) The rough draft should include: 

· A title 

· A character list with minor details—a couple of sentences to a paragraph 

· A description of the set (what is onstage) 

· It should be at least ten pages. 

Final Draft (100 points) 

This portfolio piece is a one-act play, excerpt from a larger play or scene from a screenplay, using characters, 

conflict, setting, plot and your knowledge of literary terms.  The final product must be between ten and 

twenty pages, due to formatting dialogue and stage directions. Your final paper must be typed in 12-point font 

with one-inch margins. (Note: Failure to meet requirements may result in the loss of at least one letter grade.) 

Your final draft must include: 

• A title (on its own page, which does not count as part of the page limit) 

• A character list with minor details—a couple of sentences to a paragraph (on its own page, which does 

not count as part of the page limit) 

• Setting/set (if necessary) at the beginning of the play or scene. 

• Stage directions/camera switches 

• Dialogue 


Follow this format (adapted from: http://www.youngplaywrights.org/the_format_play.htm) 

SCENE 1

[Lights up on a classroom. MISS BOESER is explaining formatting guidelines for the Dramatic Portfolio Piece in front of the Creative Writing students.]
MISS BOESER

So when you want to write a line of dialogue for a character, where do you write the character’s name?

[STUDENT 1 raises her hand.]
MISS BOESER

Yes?

STUDENT 1

You center the character’s name above the line of dialogue.

MISS BOESER

Exactly. That way we know that whatever is written underneath that character’s name is what the character is saying, even if the character goes on and on for ten pages. It also helps to put the character’s names in bold when they speak as opposed to the regular size, which are used in stage directions.  What would you call it if a character went on and on for ten pages without being interrupted?

[STUDENT 2 raises his hand.]
MISS BOESER

Yes?

STUDENT 2

A monologue.

MISS BOESER

That’s right.  What we’re having here is a dialogue. I’m talking, and then one of you is talking, and we go back and forth like that. What do you call it when there is something written in a play that describes what a character does, rather than what a character says?

[STUDENT 3 raises her hand and the MISS BOESER motions for her to talk.]

STUDENT 3

A stage direction?

MISS BOESER

Good!  Also, when you put a stage direction in a play you should put brackets around it so that we know no one is saying what is described; it is being acted out. Also, when you type up your play, please put your stage directions in italics, to clearly differentiate between stage directions and dialogue.  Any other questions?

MISS BOESER

[No one responds.  MISS BOESER turns off the LCD Projector. Lights.]
Your grade will be based on the 6 Traits Writing Continuum: idea development, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency and conventions.  Your grade will be based on a peer review and assessment, your Artist’s Statement* and the teacher evaluation. 

For the Artist’s Statement, explain:

· What you initially wanted to write

· How your ideas developed. 

· How your background (did or did not) influence your work. 

· What you initially set out to explore, investigate and discover through writing this piece.  

· How this perspective changed as your work took shape.

· What you learned from writing this piece.

In addition, please explain what grade you think you deserve based on your effort and final product.

